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HOMETOWN HEROES

Gideon - Creativity

Lesson Aims:

· That your students should know the secret to successful Christian work is yielding control of our lives to the Holy Spirit and allowing Him to direct our attitudes and actions.
· That your students should show a desire to search out practical applications from Scriptural principles when facing life’s challenges and problems. 
· That your students should grow spiritually as they exercise their faith by choosing to respond to difficult situations with the wisdom and character of Christ.
Introduction:

     The Midianites were descendants of Abraham by his second wife Keturah (Genesis 25:1-2). They were a nomadic tribe that roamed the Arabian Desert to the east of Palestine. They are the first group known to have used camels in their successful raids upon unsuspecting cities. In their oppression of Israel during this seven-year period, the Amalekites and the “children of the east” assisted them. Although the oppression was military, the greatest effect on Israel was economically (Judges 6:4-6). These marauders from the eastern deserts preyed upon the crops grown in Israel’s fertile lands. This economic oppression caused the Israelites to seek hiding places for their crops (Judges 6:2). 

Point of Contact:

     In preparation for Israel’s deliverance, the Lord sent an unnamed prophet to call her to repentance (Judges 6:8-10). Although Israel had cried unto the Lord (Judges 6:6) for help, she had not turned from her sins. The Lord sent the prophet to remind Israel of His help in the past and to tell her exactly why she was suffering judgment at this time. This prepared the way for the nation’s repentance (II Chronicles 7:14). Before God could bless Israel with deliverance, He had to purge out the worship of false gods. (Teacher review the repetitious cycle observed throughout the Book of Judges)

Memory verse:  Judges 6:12 - “And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him, and said unto him, The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valour.” 

Definitions and Terms:

· Hero – A person who has distinguished themselves by great valor or performance.

· Children of the east – They are thought to have been scattered nomadic tribes that confederated with the Midianites.

· Jerubbaal – Gideon’s new name meaning, “let Baal plead”. This indicated that Gideon had successfully challenged Baal.

· Middle watch – The night was divided into watches, usually a first and second. This is the only time a middle watch is mentioned.

· Creativity – Finding ways to overcome seemingly impossible obstacles.

Lesson:                         Gideon – Applying Creativity to Complete an Assigned Task   

(Judges Chapters 6-7) 

The Call of Gideon

     The Angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon to call him to lead Israel against the Midianites. Gideon protested that he was the youngest (“least” – Judges 6:15) son of a poor family in the tribe of Manasseh, but the Lord repeated His call to Gideon. Gideon’s initial response showed his humility. Not exalting himself at all, he failed to see how God could use someone with as little position and as few resources as he had.  

Destruction of the Heathen Idols

     The Lord ordered Gideon to throw down the altar to Baal and to cut down the grove near it. Not trusting anyone else, probably because of their involvement in Baal worship, Gideon used ten of his own household servants at night (Judges 6:27). He took two bullocks and threw down the stone altar of Baal, cut down the grove and sacrificed one of the bullocks to the Lord. In the morning the townspeople were enraged. Upon finding out that Gideon was responsible, they sought to take him captive so that he could be punished. Gideon’s father, who owned the land where the altar to Baal was located, defended his son and said to the townspeople that Baal should be allowed to defend himself if he was a god. Gideon’s name was then changed to Jerubbaal. This act of defiance against Baal gave Gideon such a reputation that at the time of the annual Midianite invasion to carry away the crops of the Israelites, Gideon sounded the trumpet of alarm. His own family of Abiezer (Judges 6:11) responded to his leadership. Messengers were sent throughout the tribes of Manasseh (Gideon’s own tribe), Asher, Zebulun and Naphtali, all tribes bordering the region of the Midianite invasion. 32,000 men responded to his call of defiance to these Midianite raiders.  

Reducing the Army

     Gideon’s troops gathered at the well (literally “spring”) of Harod, a little over a mile east of the town of Jezreel. So that Israel would know that the victory was from the Lord, He directed Gideon to downsize the army by permitting the fearful to return home. 22,000 of the 32,000 admitted their fears and left. With the remaining 10,000 soldiers, the Lord directed Gideon to perform a test. The men were given permission to drink from the spring. Those who dropped to their hands and knees and lowered their faces to the water to drink were to be set aside. Only those who bent down and scooped the water up to their mouths were to be taken for the battle. 300 men fell into this group and the other 9,700 were sent home.

Victory over Midian

     The soldiers were divided into three groups of 100 men. Each man was given a trumpet and a pitcher with a torch inside. At the beginning of the middle watch, shortly after ten o’clock, when most of the camp had fallen asleep, the groups of men took positions on three sides of the enemy’s camp. At a given signal, all of them blew their horns to sound the alarm. They broke the pitchers so that the fires of their torches were seen against the night sky. The frightened Midianites, who were taken by surprise, thought they were under attack. They drew their swords and began flailing at one another as they ran for safety, fleeing in panic toward the Jordan River, their only escape route. The men who earlier had been sent home now joined Gideon in the battle, helping to pursue the fleeing army. Gideon’s victory brought 40 years of peace.

Gideon’s Four Signs of Encouragement

1. After the angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon under the oak tree at Ophrah, he asked for a sign to authenticate who was speaking to him. (Judges 6:11-23)

2. After the men respond to the call of Gideon to defy the Midianites, he asked for two different signs concerning the fleece of wool and the dew (Judges 6:36-40). 

3. God graciously offered Gideon one final sign after his army was reduced from 32,000 to 300 men. He and his servant entered the enemy’s camp and heard a Midianite telling a dream depicting Gideon’s victory (Judges 7:9-15).

Note:  In Gideon’s case, we must remember that he lacked a number of spiritual advantages that most believers take for granted today. He had no church, no Bible, no fellowship with other believers and no accumulated Christian experiences to draw upon. God’s characteristic of mercy is shown by giving Gideon these signs. God wants us to walk by faith according to His Word, trusting Him to lead us instead of depending upon signs for guidance (Hebrews 11:6).

Observations:
· God saw in Gideon what he did not see in himself. The Lord knew Gideon for what he could be and addressed him as such (Judges 6:12).

· What Gideon reckoned as liabilities, negatives or hindrances (his family, finances and fears) had to be put in the background as he yielded himself to the Spirit of the Lord as a tool to carry out His work.

· Gideon sowed an act of faithfulness (throwing down the altar to Baal and cutting down the grove) and reaped an opportunity of greater service.

· Gideon’s faith, though it needed strengthening, became unshakable as he exercised it. Don’t pray for a task equal to your power; pray for power equal to the task. He took 300 men into battle against 135,000 (Judges 8:10). That is a huge numerical disadvantage.

Lessons:
· God delights in using people with a humble spirit:  Joseph (Genesis 41:16), David  (II Samuel 7:8-9), John the Baptist (John 3:30), Apostle Paul (I Timothy 1:15) 

· You can become what God sees in you. 

· God may choose to give us signs when He wants to give us special direction, but it is not right for us to seek signs (Matthew 16:4).

