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HOMETOWN HEROES

Jephthah – Conquering Circumstances

Lesson Aims:

· That your students should know that circumstances must be overcome to serve God effectively. 
· That your students should show a focused mindset towards developing Godly qualities in their lives regardless of the hindrances.
· That your students should grow by accepting the unchangeable features in their lives as an avenue through which God develops His special message through them. 
Introduction:

     East of the Jordan River, the Ammonites had been pressuring Gilead for 18 years in an attempt to recover territory earlier lost to Israel. With the passing of godly and wise leadership, Israel eventually went after the gods of the nations around her. God had to punish her for worshiping these false gods by allowing the Ammonites on the east and the Philistines on the southwest to oppress Israel. Apparently, these oppressions came at the same time; however, Jephthah was connected only with the Ammonite oppression.

Point of Contact:

     Israel finally acknowledged her sin (Israel had forsaken God and started worshipping idols again – Judges 10:6). The Lord, however, demanded more from His people than mere confession. He waited for them to cleanse themselves from their sins before He acted on their behalf. He reminded them of His past deliverances (Judges 10:11-12), implying through this His power to again deliver them. This brought Israel to repentance: 

(1) They confessed their sin and pleaded for deliverance (Judges 10:15)

(2) They put away the heathen idols that they had worshiped (Judges 10:16)

(3) They started serving the Lord again (Observing His commandments and His laws) (Judges 10:16)

These actions by Israel moved the Lord to deliver them. (Teacher again review the repetitious cycle found in the Book of Judges: sin, suffering, supplication and salvation)

Memory verses:  I John 5:4-5 - “For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?

Definitions and Terms:

· Hero – A person who has distinguished themselves by great valor or performance.

· Baal – The supreme male god of the Phoenician and Canaanite nations.

· Ashtoreth – The supreme female goddess of the Phoenician and Canaanite nations; thought to be the wife of Baal.

· Rimmon (II Kings 5:18) – The only god of Syria mentioned in the Bible. He is thought to have been the sun god who was responsible for ripening the late summer fruits of the harvest.

· Chemosh – The national god of the Moabites, which was worshipped by sacrificing children.

· Moloch – A god of the Ammonites. Babies were sacrificed to this idol with the victims being slowly burnt to death in the arms of the idol, which were of metal, hollow and could be heated red hot from the flames of the fire inside.

· Dagon – An agriculture god of the Philistines.

Lesson:                         Jephthah – Choosing to Overcome Adverse Circumstances    

(Judges Chapters 10-12) 

The Call of Jephthah  (Judges 10:17-11:11)

     As the Ammonites prepared to invade the land again, either seeking to subdue new territory or to spoil the old, the Israelite army gathered together at Mizpeh. Realizing their inexperience in battle, the elders of Gilead sought for someone to lead and direct them in fighting Ammon. Jephthah, a descendant of Gilead, was approached about taking this leadership role. Earlier in his life, Jephthah had been sent away, cast out, from his father’s house because of his illegitimacy (his mother was a harlot, one who sold her body to any man who paid the price). His half brothers had feared that he would take from their inheritance. Jephthah went to the land of Tob, exiled from Gilead, and there he demonstrated his leadership abilities by directing a band of marauders. When he was asked by the elders of Gilead to lead them, Jephthah stated the conditions under which he would accept (Judges 11:9). After the elders accepted his conditions, Jephthah returned to his homeland of Gilead to take over the defense of the country.

Jephthah’s Efforts at Diplomacy  (Judges 11:12-29)

     From the Ammonite king’s answer to Jephthah’s initial attempt at diplomacy, it was clear that Ammon controlled Moab at that time. Thus, he was laying claim to the land that Moab had once controlled between the Arnon and Jabbok Rivers, east of the Jordan River (Judges 11:13). Jephthah reminded Ammon that Israel had not taken any territory from the Moabites. He carefully retraced Israel’s path as she entered the land, skirting Moab and fighting only against the Amorites (Judges 11:19-22). He challenged the Moabites to occupy that which their god Chemosh gave to them, just as the Israelites would occupy that which the Lord gave to them (Judges 11:24). He reminded the Ammonite king that his claim was 300 years old and that he was actually doing Israel an injustice, therefore, the Lord would judge whether Israel or Ammon would be victorious (Judges 11:26-27). The king of Ammon did not respond to Jephthah’s request urging him to give up his hostile actions, therefore Jephthah traveled through Israel to gather troops for the coming battle.

     The Lord gave Israel a successful battle against the Ammonites allowing them to conquer twenty cities. Jephthah defeated the Ammonites from as far south as Aroer, on the rim of the Arnon River gorge, to Abel-keramim, thereby securing the western grazing lands of the Ammonites, including the lands running northward beyond the Jabbok River. Thus the children of Ammon were subdued before the children of Israel. Jephthah then judged Israel for six years.

Observations:
· Jephthah was an overcomer. No other judge in Israel had to overcome such a poor background.

· Jephthah was an illegitimate son who was forced to leave home as a young man.

· Jephthah didn’t allow himself to become defeated because of the unchangeable things in his past:

· He could not change the time in history that he was born – Israel was an idolatrous nation.

· He could not change who his mother was – she was a harlot.

· He could not change who his brothers were – they despised him.

· He could not change how his family had treated him – they rejected him.

· Jephthah had to lay aside his negatives and concentrate on investing his time and energy towards developing his future.

· Jephthah focused himself on becoming what he should be and achieved a reputation of leadership that caused the elders of Gilead to turn to him in their time of need.

· Jephthah later helped those who had earlier rejected him; he rendered good for evil.

· Dr. Bob Jones, Sr. said, “The test of your character is what it takes to stop you”.

· Jephthah didn’t allow a bad heritage or a poor background that he did not choose, stop him from achieving in life. He did not use it as an excuse.

· Jephthah didn’t let unfavorable circumstances or having to go against the odds stop him from achieving in life. Again, he did not use this as an excuse.

· Jephthah had to deal with the potentially life crippling attitude of rejection. His first response to rejection was joining up with vain men in the land of Tob, which indicates he allowed some bitterness to develop in his heart. Later, when he had an opportunity to become the captain of his hometown army, he was so desperate to win the battle and the position of acceptance which it would bring that he made a foolish vow. This vow damaged the future of the daughter whom he loved (Judges 11:1-12:7).

Lessons:
· If you will become what you ought to be, then you will get the opportunity to do what you ought to do.

· Accomplishing great things for God is determined largely by your inward qualities not your outward qualities.

· It is more important to aim for achievement than success.

· You limit what God can do through you by making excuses because of what you don’t have.

