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HOMETOWN HEROES
The Maniac of Gadara

Mark 5:1-20

Lesson Aims:

· That your students should know what it means to be saved.  
· That your students should show to their friends what great things God has done in their lives.  

· That your students should grow by understanding more completely the compassion and power of Jesus Christ.
Introduction:

 Review the five previous hometown heroes:

· Othniel, who demonstrated a heart of courage.  

· Ehud, who demonstrated a heart of confidence.

· Barak, who demonstrated a heart of contentment.

· Gideon, who demonstrated a heart of creativity.

· Jephthah, who demonstrated a heart that conquered circumstances.

Point of Contact:

 In Mark chapter five we see Jesus:

· Who healed a man – The maniac of Gadara; demonstrating His power over demons.
· Who healed a woman – The woman with the blood disease; demonstrating His power over disease.

· Who healed a child – The daughter of Jairus; demonstrating His power over death.

1. This shows us the scope of Christ’s compassion – it is inclusive, which means it includes all of mankind (men, women and children).

2. This shows us the superiority of Christ’s power – it surpasses any physical (disease), natural (death) and spiritual (demons) power.

Memory verses:  Mark 5:19 – “…Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee.”

Lesson:                                           The Maniac of Gadara    

 The Condition of this man 

1. He was unclean (Mark 5:2 – “…there met him…a man with an unclean spirit”).

· When the devil gets a hold of something, he always makes it unclean.

· We must also realize that we are unclean in God’s sight. (Isaiah 64:6)

· Any effort that we attempt to do in order to earn God’s righteousness only comes short of what God’s holiness requires. (Romans 3:23)

· The realization of sin is the first condition of salvation. 

· Recognizing my sinfulness is acknowledging my need for a Saviour.

2. He was uncivilized (Mark 5:2-5, 15).

· Sin’s very nature is destructive not constructive. 

· God’s holiness demands that sin must be punished. (Romans 6:23)

· He was homeless and did not live with civilized people.

· The devil tries to get young people to give up their morality.

· If you go against your God-given conscience and give up your morality, then you will struggle to maintain victory in other areas of your life.

· He lived among the tombs – “…dwelling among the tombs..:”
· He was self-destructive – “…and cutting himself with stones.”
· He was indecent (not clothed) – “…sitting, and clothed…” (he must have been unclothed before)

3. He was unmanageable (Mark 5:4-5, 15  – “…neither could any man tame him.”)

· He was restless – “And always, night and day…”
· He was not a sensible, rational person – “…and had the legion…in his right mind…” (he must have been insensible before)

4. He was unhappy (Mark 5:5 – “…and in the tombs; crying…”)

· Sin is always at the root of unhappiness.

The Cure of this man

1. This man was changed because of the authoritative power of Jesus Christ.

· He found a hope that drove away his despair.

· He found a light that dispelled his darkness.

· He found a peace that conquered his restlessness.

2. This man was cleansed because of the compassion of Jesus Christ.

· Until you see the shame of your sin, you will not see the glory of God.

· What God’s holiness demanded, His love provided. (Romans 5:8)

· He found a Saviour greater than all his sin. (Romans 10:13)

Observations

1. We should desire to follow Jesus. This man did. (Mark 5:18, John 10:27-29)

· Because Jesus changed his destination.

· Because Jesus changed his conduct.

· Because Jesus changed his appearance.

· Because Jesus changed his influence. 

· Because Jesus gave him a new direction in life.

· Because Jesus gave him an inward peace.

· Because Jesus gave him new enthusiasm about life.

2. We should go where Jesus tells us to go. This man did. (Mark 5:19, Matthew 28:19, Mark 16:15)

· He went to his hometown and told them what Jesus has done for him.

· He went to his friends and told them what Jesus has done for him.

3. We should do what Jesus tells us to do. This man did. (Mark 5:20, John 14:15) 

· He laid aside what he wanted to do and did what Christ wanted instead.

· He shared with others his testimony.

· The Decapolis region consisted of Gentiles.

Lessons

1. At some point there was a moral breakdown in this mans life. Remember innocence is better than repentance.

2. Happiness is determined by conditions within rather than the conditions without.

3. Your character is expressed through your behavior.

4. Satan, our enemy, plots the downfall of every Christian.

5. This man was a hero because he went back to his hometown and unashamedly spread the message of Jesus Christ.

