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CHRISTIAN CHARACTER TRAITS

Compassion 

Psalm 86:15, 111:4, Ephesians 4:32, I Peter 3:8, I John 3:17, Jude 22

Lesson Aims:

· That your students should know what the goal of Christian character is. 

· That your students should show compassion for the needy and less fortunate because of their desire for God to be pleased and glorified.

· That your students should grow closer to the Lord, which will cause selfishness, an enemy of compassion, to become a weaker threat.

Introduction:    

Dictionary definition of character = A person marked by notable qualities or traits of consistency, moral excellence and firmness.

Dictionary definition of compassion = Sympathetic consciousness of other’s distress together with a desire to alleviate it.

From the Christian viewpoint character is:

· The subconscious doing of right acts as prescribed in the Word of God.

· Consciously improving and raising your personal holiness.

· Implementing Christ like qualities into your life in order to bring glory to God.

From the Christian viewpoint compassion is:

· What I do for others because of the realization of what Christ has done for me.

· Having a tender heart towards the needs and sufferings of others.

· Doing what I can to relieve the suffering of others.

· Learning to use words and actions, which will bring comfort and healing.

· Having my finances in order so that I am able to invest in the helping of others needs.

Questions that will help to evaluate your compassion:

1. Does your heart become tender when you hear about the needs and sufferings of others?

2. Have you ever made a joke at the expense of a person’s physical, mental or family background, which they cannot change?

3. Have you ever used another’s misfortune in life to gain for yourself money or advantage?

4. How do you treat older people and people with disabilities?

5. Is your life characterized as a “taker” or a “giver”?

The opposite character trait of compassion is unconcern which is demonstrating a lack of sensitivity or regard for others needs or troubles. (selfishness)

· It is natural for a Christian to be a compassionate person. (Ephesians 4:32)

· It is unnatural for a Christian to close or shut out compassion. (I John 3:17)

Point of Contact:  Why is it that the United States will demonstrate such great compassion when a cyclone hits Myanmar, or an earthquake strikes China, or a tsunami hits Indonesia? It is because we are a Christian nation. Our compassion is demonstrated in the giving of money, goods, time and services. We give in times of need to other countries even if they have a different political system, a different religious system, or a different social system. 

     The United States takes a leadership role in recognizing the dignity of human beings and human rights. There is no other country that gets the Gospel to the world, through the written and spoken Word of God, as much as ours does. Our compassion as a nation is unmatched in the world. Our Christian based values compel us to be compassionate like our Saviour was.     

     Think about the compassion commitments of the nations who are not Christian. How much do they give? Think about their human rights records. Think about the quality of life that their citizens have.

Memory Verses:  

Psalm 86:15 “But thou, O Lord, art a God full of compassion, and gracious, longsuffering, and plenteous in mercy and truth.”

Jude 22 “And of some having compassion, making a difference:”

Lesson:                                                           Compassion

Jesus Christ our great sympathetic, compassionate Saviour:

1. Compassion for the multitude. (Matthew 9:36, 14:14, 15:30-32)

· Because of spiritual needs

· Because of physical needs

· Because of leadership needs

2. Compassion for the unfortunate. (Matthew 20:30-34)

· Because of their handicap

· Because of their lower quality of life

3. Compassion for Jerusalem, God’s favorite city. (Matthew 23:37)

· Because of their spiritual blindness concerning salvation

· Because of their rejecting God’s message through His messengers

· Because of their continued stubbornness in the face of many pleadings

4. Compassion for the leper. (Mark 1:39-42)

· Because he was an outcast of society, a down and outer

· Because of his incurable condition

5. Compassion for the bereaved. (Matthew 9:18, 23-25, Luke 7:11-15, John 11:32-44)

· Because this was someone’s loved one

Observations:

1. Notice how Jesus was affected when He saw the suffering of others:

· Notice how His heart was affected. 

· “But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted…” (Matthew 9:36)

· “…I have compassion on the multitude, because they continue with me now three days, and have nothing to eat: (Matthew 15:32)
· Notice how His spirit was affected. (John 11:33)

· “And when Jesus therefore saw her weeping…he groaned in the spirit…” 

· Notice how His emotions were affected. (John 11:35)

· “Jesus wept.”
· He, who was joyful in the shadow of His own cross, was sorrowful at someone else’s grave.

· Notice how His speech was affected. (Luke 7:13)

· “…And when the Lord saw her…and said unto her, Weep not.”
· Notice how His activity was affected.

· “And Jesus stood still, and called them…” (Matthew 20:32)
· “…and touched their eyes…” (Matthew 20:34)
· “…put forth his hand and touched him (the leper)…” (Mark 1:41)
Bible examples of human compassion:

1 Pharaoh’s daughter had compassion for a crying baby, which belonged to a poor, lower class slave. (Exodus 2:6)

2 David had compassion for a desolate son of a dear friend. (II Samuel 9:1-7)

3 The Samaritan had compassion for a person of another race, who thought very little of him, but was in serious need of medical attention. (Luke 10:33)

4 The Philippian jailer had compassion for two men who were counted as religious troublemakers in the town where he lived and worked. (Acts 16:33)

5 The barbarians had compassion for strangers who were displaced because of the weather. (Acts 28:2)

