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CHRISTIAN CHARACTER TRAITS
Decisiveness

Proverbs 13:16, 27:12, John 6:67James 1:5, 18

Lesson Aims:

· That your students should know God will honor those who obey His Word.
· That your students should show a resolve to hold firm to Biblical principles in all areas of life.
· That your students should grow as they learn to stand up for the sake of righteousness.

Introduction:
Dictionary definition of character = a person marked by notable qualities or traits of consistency; moral excellence and firmness.

Dictionary definition of decisiveness = having the power or quality of deciding; marked by or indicative of determination or firmness.

From the Christian viewpoint character is:
· The subconscious doing of right acts as prescribed in the Word of God.

· Consciously raising and improving your personal holiness.

· Implementing Christ like qualities into your life in order to bring glory to God.

From the Christian viewpoint decisiveness is:

· Learning to finalize difficult decisions on the basis of God’s ways and God’s wills.

· Refusing to reconsider a decision that I have already made, which I know is right.

· Making present commitments to overcome future temptations and avoid future failures.

· Standing on my decisions despite outward circumstances and devoting my energy to that course of action.

· Evaluating courses of action quickly and accurately.

Questions that will help to evaluate your decisiveness:

1. When have you had to stand on the side of right and it cost you something?

2. Do you have sound Biblical reasons for your convictions?

The opposite character trait of decisiveness is double mindedness which is to be swayed from one position to another in opinion or purpose.

Memory verse:  

I Kings 18:21 – “…How long halt ye between two opinions? If the Lord be God, follow him…”

Lesson:                                                    Decisiveness

Bible examples of decisiveness:

1. Joshua – Joshua illustrates decisiveness because he made a decision that would affect his family and their future based on what God wanted. He refused to forsake the Lord and serve other gods, no matter what the rest of the people decided to do. (Joshua 24:15-23)

2. Ruth – Ruth illustrates decisiveness because as a young widow she decided to leave her own people and their false gods and instead went to dwell in the land of God’s people. Ruth then devoted her energy towards providing for her mother-in-law.  (Ruth 1:15-18)

3. Daniel – Daniel illustrates decisiveness because as a young man he committed himself to a course of action based on the Law of God, which he knew with certainty would enable him to overcome future temptations and avoid future moral failures.

· As a boy under the reformation of godly King Josiah, Daniel was probably raised in an atmosphere where idolatry was condemned and obedient worship to God was encouraged.

· As a teenager under the idolatrous and evil ways of another king, Daniel would have been aware of the prophet Jeremiah’s pronouncements of judgment against the wickedness of the nation in which he lived.

· He saw that the people refused to change their evil ways and how they scoffed at the pending punishment that Jeremiah preached about.

· He saw years later the judgment that Jeremiah spoke of come true.

· His nation was conquered and the king was led away chained as a captive.  (II Chronicles 36:6)

· Daniel was also among the thousands of Jews taken as a captured group to the heathen land of Babylon. (II Kings 24:12-14, Daniel 1:3-4)

· Daniel lost his family, his freedom and his possessions.

· Daniel learned that compromise with evil results in punishment to the compromiser and those around him.

· Daniel learned that the Word of God and the Man of God were right.

· Daniel decided to fortify his life with the standards of God’s Law because he was convinced that God was watching and evaluating his words, thoughts and actions. (Daniel 1:8)

· That decision as a young man and his commitment to it enabled Daniel to avoid destruction in later years:

· Daniel tactfully and boldly revealed to Nebuchadnezzar the pessimistic interpretation of his dream, which was that the king would become insane for a period of seven years because of his sin. Apart from the protection of God such a prediction would have meant certain death. (Daniel 3:24-28)

· He interpreted for Belshazzar, the son of Nebuchadnezzar, a strange inscription written on the palace wall by the fingers of a mans hand to mean that because of the Kings pride, immorality, idolatry and blasphemy, he would be defeated by the Medes and Persians. (Daniel 5:17-31)

· Under the vengeful scrutiny of 122 men who sought Daniel’s life, he chose to face lions rather than displease God. (Daniel Chapter 6)

4. Nehemiah – Nehemiah illustrates decisiveness because he quickly assessed the deplorable situation of the city of Jerusalem and was able to prescribe accurate courses of action to complete the project in the anticipated amount of time.

· Nehemiah anticipated opposition to the monumental task once the project was made known.

· The success of the mission depended on time and strategy. Delay might cause the project to never be completed.

· Jealous leaders from surrounding nations would want to stop the reconstruction project. (Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem)

· Some individuals within the city of Jerusalem might not be in favor of the project or willing to help with the work.

· Nehemiah refused to give up when the pressure and opposition to abandon the ambitious task increased.

· The hindrance of discouraging ridicule was overcome by confidence in God. (Nehemiah 2:19-20)

· The hindrance of the opposition trying to demoralize the people was overcome by prayer and hard work. (Nehemiah 4:3-6)

· The hindrance of a conspiracy for the purpose of a direct attack upon the city was overcome by watchfulness and prayer. (Nehemiah 4:7-9)

· The hindrance of false accusations with an effort to entrap and blackmail Nehemiah was met by his steadfast courage and reliance upon God. (Nehemiah 6:1-14)

· Nehemiah was able to construct a massive wall 12 feet wide and thousands of feet long in the incredibly short time of 52 days.

· He recruited Priests, Levites, merchants, goldsmiths, perfumers and farmers for the job. (Nehemiah Chapter 3)

· He assigned teams to work simultaneously on all sections of the wall.

· They worked long hours, from sunrise to sunset, and did not give in to the diversionary tactics of their opponents.

· Once completed, the city was permanently fortified and the inhabitants would now be able to live in peace and safety.

