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CHRISTIAN CHARACTER TRAITS
Determination

II Kings 22:2, Psalm 16:8, Luke 9:51, I Corinthians 15:58, II Timothy 4:2-8

Lesson Aims:

· That your students should know that achieving smaller goals in life leads to accomplishing larger goals in life.
· That your students should show a firm commitment towards the things of God because their viewpoint of God is a correct one.
· That your students should grow as they realize that some of life’s most meaningful lessons come from trusting God through struggles.

Introduction:
Dictionary definition of character = a person marked by notable qualities or traits of consistency; moral excellence and firmness.

Dictionary definition of determination = the act of deciding definitely and being firm in purpose; resolute.

From the Christian viewpoint character is:
· The subconscious doing of right acts as prescribed in the Word of God.

· Consciously raising and improving your personal holiness.

· Implementing Christ like qualities into your life in order to bring glory to God.

From the Christian viewpoint determination is:

· Learning how to break down a seemingly impossible task by concentrating on smaller achievable goals.

· Realizing that my present struggles are essential for future achievements in my life.

· Giving whatever energy is necessary to fulfill God given responsibilities and commands no matter how I feel.

· Purposing to accomplish God’s wills regardless of the opposition.

· Rejecting any distraction that will hinder the completion of a task. 

Note: Decisiveness precedes determination. 

· Before you show great determination about a matter, you must have demonstrated decisiveness (a definite decision) about the matter. 

· You can have decisiveness without determination but you can not have determination without decisiveness.

Questions that will help to evaluate your determination:

1. Do you allow distractions to hinder you in completing an assigned task?

2. Have you ever made a vow that you have not fulfilled?

3. Do you place a legitimate value on struggles and hardships that come into your life?

4. Do you finish what you start? 

The opposite character trait of determination is half-heartedness which is doing your responsibilities with a dull spirit and a limp commitment because of an imperfect viewpoint.

Memory verse:  

Psalm 57:7 – “My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed: I will sing and give praise.”

Lesson:                                                    Determination

Bible examples of determination:

1. Joshua – Joshua illustrates determination because he accomplished a seemingly overwhelming task by reducing it to achievable goals.
· Joshua remembered the ten spies who went with him into the land of Canaan and the dismal report they brought back; “We be not able”. (Numbers 13:31)
· Joshua also remembered he and Caleb’s report, which was in sharp contrast to the others; “we are well able”. (Numbers 13:30)
· They all saw the same assets and liabilities of the land. The ten spies saw a human impossibility; Joshua and Caleb saw an opportunity to see God work another miracle.

· The people believed the larger group and decided that the task was too large for them and chose not to go into the land, which God had promised them.
· Forty years later, Joshua was now God’s appointed leader, and it was time to reenter the land God had promised His people.
· The task was the same as the first time when Moses was the leader, but Joshua used a different strategy. Joshua saw the same mission, but he broke the task down into smaller achievable efforts. (Joshua Chapter 2)

· The mission would be a secret one. 

· The efforts were confined to gathering detailed information, not developing a strategy.

· Two spies, not 12, went to only one city, not the entire land. 

· There was a definite shorter time limit

· Joshua’s determination to obey God was contagious and his method of taking one step at a time was so effective that the people were able to conquer and inhabit the land that God had promised them.

2. Jehoash – Johoash illustrates someone not willing to expend the necessary energy to complete a task. (II Kings 13:14-25)
· Jehoash’s life was characterized by performing only the bare minimum in fulfilling God’s commands. 
· Therefore, he lacked the spiritual discernment to understand the real significance of what Elisha was asking him to do.

· His half-hearted effort to obey God’s laws is similar to his half-hearted effort to obey Elisha’s commands.

· At the command of the prophet, Jehoash started to shoot arrows into the ground towards Syria and stopped shooting after only three arrows; therefore, he only had three victories over his Syrian enemies.

· We often fail in a task because it requires more energy than we were expecting to give. When Elisha plainly told Jehoash that the arrow they shot together signified “the arrow of deliverance from Syria,” it should have been evident that there was military significance in shooting the other arrows. (II Kings 13:17-18)

3. The Three Hebrew Captives – These young men illustrate determination because they were willing to accomplish God’s wills for their lives no matter what the opposition.

· They did not experience deliverance from the fire until they were first willing to go in the fire.

4. The Apostle Paul – The Apostle Paul illustrates determination because he realized that his present struggles were necessary for the power of God to rest upon him so he could keep on achieving for the Lord. (II Corinthians 12:7-11)

· The way we view God determines the way we serve God. 

· The Apostle Paul took pleasure (he appreciated them) in these things:

· Infirmities = sickness, handicaps and weakness.

· Reproaches = injustices, slander, insults and being disgraced.

· Necessities = physical needs.

· Persecutions = being stoned, beatings and prison time.

· Distresses = physical and mental strain.

· When we realize our inadequacies then we begin to trust in God’s sufficiencies.

· Paul realized that these things were the path that he had to travel down in order to learn the lessons needed to reach a more determined level of Christian service.

Class Activity: Discuss the different steps it takes to reach some of life’s goals:

Example: Study to pass classes so you can graduate from high school or college. Work hard, show up and get along with the boss to earn money to provide for you and your family. Consistently walking with God and being faithful to the House of God and the program of God equals spiritual growth.

