	Longview Baptist Temple

Sunday School Lesson 

March 23, 2008




[image: image1.png]



HOMETOWN HEROES
Othniel - Courage

Lesson Aims:

· That your students should know the “cycle of sin” that is repeated throughout the Book of Judges.
· That your students should show a desire to obtain “all” that God has for them in life.
· That your students should grow by recognizing the necessity of obstacles and problems in the development of courage.
Introduction:

 We are going to look at five different hometown heroes in the Book of Judges:

· Othniel – A courageous leader who delivered the people from an eight-year servitude to Chushanrishathaim king of Mesopotamia.

· Ehud – With an attitude of complete confidence in God, Ehud delivers the people from an eighteen-year servitude to Eglon king of Moab.

· Deborah and Barak – Deborah, a judge, and Barak, a military leader, work together to deliver the people from a twenty-year servitude to Jaban king of Canaan.

· Gideon – A creative plan delivers the people from a seven-year servitude to the Midianites.

· Jephthah – Overcoming an undesirable background to deliver the people from an eighteen-year servitude to the Philistines and the Ammonites.

 During this period, when Israel was following a spiritual leader, the nation was triumphant over its enemies. Repentance from sin and reliance upon God brought the blessing of the Lord upon Israel. But during those times when Israel rejected God’s leadership and worshiped idols, God’s blessing was withheld. The enemies of Israel oppressed her almost at will. 

     “In those days there was no king in Israel, but every man did what was right in his own eyes.” (Judges 17:6, 21:25) There was no central authority and regional fragmentation occurred as Israel struggled to settle in the land of Canaan. They had laid claim to the entire country but had not succeeded in subjugating all the people living there. In periods of crisis heroic leaders were raised up by the Lord to become deliverers from their enemies. These leaders became judges and ruled over a limited portion of Israel. There is a repetitious cycle seen in the Book of Judges: sin (disobedience), suffering, supplication and salvation. 

Point of Contact: 

     Israel did not completely drive out her enemies and allowed their heathen influence to stay in her midst. Instead of conquering their enemies, they compromised with them. The people soon adopted the heathen’s false gods as their own and began worshipping them. (Judges 2:11-13, 3:6-7) For this reason, God brought judgment upon Israel. The Israelites did not drive out the heathen living in the “valley” or low areas toward the Mediterranean Sea for fear of their iron chariots. 

Memory verse:  Hebrews 13:6 - “So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.”
Definitions and Terms:

· Hero – A person who has distinguished themselves by great valor or performance.

· Groves – During the time of the Judges, the grove took the place of the church building in heathen religions. These designated outdoor areas, usually with wood and trees, were dedicated to idolatry with altars erected to their gods.

· Baal – The supreme male god of the Canaanite nations which became the major heathen god served by Israel.

Lesson:             Othniel – A Courageous Leader Who Became Israel’s First Judge

(Judges Chapter 1 – Chapter 3, 3:7-11)

· Judges Chapter 1 and 2 are not written in chronological order.

· Judges Chapter 1 and 2 shows that seven of the tribes settled for less than what God had for them. Many Christians also settle for less than what God has for them in life.

· Judges 3:1-7 – You prove your love to the Lord by what you choose.

· Judges 3:1-7 – You prove your love to the Lord by what you resist.

· Cushanrishathaim, King of Mesopotamia, is likely speaking of the valley region above the Euphrates River. It is generally suggested that he was a leader among the Habiru people, which were semi-nomadic people who roamed through the Fertile Crescent area.

· Othniel became the first civil judge in Israel after God used him to defeat Cushanrishathaim. Following this victory the land had rest from war for forty years.

Othniel – Background information:

1. He was the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother. (Judges 3:9)

2. When Caleb was ready to claim the inheritance promised him by the Lord as a reward for his faithfulness as one of the twelve Israelite spies (Joshua 14:6-14), He offered his daughter Achsah as a reward to anyone who could conquer Kirjath-sepher (or Debir, Judges 1:11) for him.

3. God had previously promised Israel victory over these same tribes in Exodus 34:11-12 (the Canaanites).

4. When Israel failed to take the victory that God had promised, she placed herself in the position of temptation. The result was intermarriage with the heathen, which was previously forbidden (Exodus 34:15-16) and idolatry (a consequence of the intermarriage, Deuteronomy 7:4).

Othniel – His conquest:

1. In his younger days, Othniel accepted Caleb’s challenge and boldly defeated the Canaanites of Kirjath-sepher to win a bride for himself (Judges 1:12-13). 

2. It is highly possible that this town was inhabited by the Anakim, a giant race of people (Numbers 13:33). We know at least that they were in the area (Joshua 15:13-14).

3. At another point in his life and under the guidance of the Lord, Othniel selected his soldiers and attacked Cushanrishathaim and led an untried army to victory over the semi-nomadic Habiru people, who were experienced in war.

4. Othniel’s victory over Israel’s oppressors can be attributed to the Spirit of the Lord coming upon him.

Othniel – His Heritage:

1. One of Othniel’s descendants was Heldai (I Chronicles 27:15).

2. Heldai, a captain in David’s army, was a Netophathite who led his men against the soldiers of Jeroboam to free passage from the north of Jerusalem so that the northern people might worship the Lord.

3. As a father, he became the progenitor of others that distinguished themselves by courage.

Observations:

1. God’s love for His people was revealed in His chastisement (Proverbs 3:11-12).

2. God’s love for His people was realized through deliverance from oppression and servitude.

3. Yielding to the spirit of the Lord is the key to living a victorious Christian life.

4. Men and women who are surrendered to God can turn the tide of national morals.

5. Disobedience eventually always brings suffering.

6. Courage is the ability to trust the Lord for His strength in all circumstances of life.

7. The greater the obstacles, the greater the need for trust. 

8. The greater the trust, the greater the capacity for courage.

