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THE FACE OF JESUS
A Dynamic Face 

Lesson Aims:

· That your students should know that the outward expressions of the face reveal the inward energy and emotions of the heart.

· That your students should show a cheerful countenance, which projects a message that you are experiencing the joy of the Lord inwardly.

· That your students should grow as they consistently encourage and edify others by
allowing their countenance to be sharpened by the Holy Spirit. (Proverbs 27:17)
Introduction:

     Your face reveals your inner attitudes, your needs, your joys, your struggles and your victories. So powerful are the expressions of the face that its message can be delivered without even saying a word.  

Point of Contact: (Teacher you could demonstrate the accompanying facial expressions of these examples and allow the class to give their comments) 

Examples:
· A smile brightens the face giving it a healthy glow. A smile reveals a cheerful spirit and thus attracts others to you.

· A sad countenance demonstrates a selfish spirit because it forces the sympathies of others to try and determine what the problem is behind the frown.

· Think about the lonely (an inward emptiness producing a gloomy expression) face of Adam as he gives names to all the animals passing by him two-by-two, male and female. The animals have their mates, but for Adam there is no one.

· Think about the fearful (an inward guilt producing a tense and uncomfortable expression) face of Cain as he runs away with bloody hands from the lifeless body of his brother Abel whom he has just killed in jealousy.

· Think about the sorrowful (an inward discomfort or grief producing a disheartened expression) face of Abraham as he observes fire falling from the sky on the ungodly city of Sodom where his nephew lived. If only there would have been ten righteous people. 

· Think about the treacherous (an inward pride producing a defiant, authority challenging expression) face of Korah as he challenges the authority of God’s appointed leader by claiming the he takes to much responsibility upon himself.

· Think about the seductive (implied intimacy using flirtatious eyes) face of Delilah, as she teases Samson with unholy persuasiveness.

· Think about the pleasant (an inward satisfaction producing an attractive expression) face of David as he sits under a tree on a Judean hillside dotted with flocks of sheep as he writes, “The Lord is my shepherd…”
· Think about the ecstatic (intense and overwhelming passion that seem to lift you out of yourself and carries you to a heightened level) face of Elijah as he takes a ride to heaven in a chariot of fire.

· Think about the joyous (an inward gratefulness producing an expression of excitement) face of King Solomon as he kneels in the lavish and beautiful temple that has just been completed with his hands lifted towards heaven offering a prayer of dedication to God.

· Think about the trustful (an inward peace producing an expression of confidence) face of Daniel as he relaxes in the lion’s den.

· Think about the bloody face of Stephen as it glows (an unnatural brightness shown in the face of destructive circumstances) with an angelic light because he sees Jesus standing at the right hand of God in Heaven.

· Think about the persistent (a focused expression in spite of unfavorable circumstances or opposition) face of the Apostle Paul while in Nero Caesar’s palace with chains dangling from his wrist leading one of the guards to the Lord.

· Think about the radiant (a glow brought about by fellowship) face of the silver haired Apostle John, exiled on the Isle of Patmos, as he looks through the telescope of time seeing a new Heaven and a new earth.
· Memory verse:  II Corinthians 4:6 – “For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”

Lesson:                                    The Dynamic Face of Jesus

There have been billions of faces in this world, but never has there been a more dynamic face like that of the only begotten son of God, Jesus Christ. Men, women and children were captivated by it as he walked the busy streets of their cities, towns and villages. When we think of people we know, how do we picture them in our minds? By the palms of their hands? By the bottom of their feet? The back of their head? No! We picture their face. When we identify with people we know in our minds, we think about their face.

His physical features:

1. His countenance is… excellent. (Song of Solomon 5:15)

· He is being described by His beloved, which is by the saints whom he has redeemed, as pictured in the Song of Solomon.

· This tells me that He has a handsome and desirable, or pleasant to look upon, face.

· The context of Isaiah 53:2 is prophetically dealing with Calvary.

2. Jesus did not have long dangling hair like a woman.

· It would have violated the clear teaching in the Scriptures. (I Corinthians 6:9, 11:14)

· During the life of Christ, short hair on men was the acceptable style.

· The paintings of Christ are simply artists’ conceptions and have no Scriptural basis because the Bible says nothing about Jesus having long hair.

· Jesus was a ”Nazarene” because He was from Nazareth, but He was not a “Nazarite”.

His spiritual qualities:

1. The holiness of God is seen in the face of Jesus.

· Pontius Pilate sat on his seat of authority in the judgment hall and looked into that dynamic face knowing he was dealing with a just and innocent man. Even as he watched the Lord being led away to Calvary, Pilate’s heart was condemning him and for the rest of his life there was implanted on the screen of his mind the perfection that radiated from the face of Jesus. (Matthew 27:11-24)

2. The purity of God is seen in the face of Jesus.

· Peter was cursing and denying his Lord among the enemies of God as Jesus was being examined nearby for unjust reasons. The rooster crowed for the third time then Jesus turns and looks at Peter. Not even a word was said by Jesus. The purity and uprightness reflected through the face of Jesus so pierced into Peter’s soul that he went out and wept bitterly. (Luke 22:54-62)

3. The grace of God is seen in the face of Jesus.

· The Pharisees had dragged an adulterous woman before Jesus. They wanted to stone her to death. Jesus responded with fifteen heart-searching words that caused all her accusers to leave. As she looked into His dynamic face expecting judgment and harshness, she was mesmerized by His compassion and mercy. Can you imagine how the merciful face of Jesus must have implanted itself indelibly in her mind for the rest of her life? (John 8:4-11)

4. The power of God is seen in the face of Jesus.

· Matthew, who holds a lucrative job as a tax collector, is sitting at his desk taking care of government business. Suddenly, he is aware of someone standing over him. He looks up into a face. It was the attracting power of God revealed through the face of Jesus that appealed to Matthew. With a sublime voice, Jesus says two words – “Follow me”. He resigned a coveted position and did just that. (Matthew 9:9) 

