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HOMETOWN HEROES

Ehud - Confidence

Lesson Aims:

· That your students should know the importance of developing an unshakable confidence in God and His Word.

· That your students should show an attitude of trust that convinces others of the reality of God. 
· That your students should grow as they experience the blessings that come from obedience to Biblical principles. 
Introduction:

     Review the repetitious cycle seen in the Book of Judges: sin (disobedience), suffering, supplication and salvation. When God’s people rejected His leadership and turned to worshiping other gods, judgment came in the form of invasion of their land, oppression by their enemies and eventually servitude to their enemies. When they repented of their sins and cried unto the Lord, God raised up a deliverer showing His divine mercy. This week we will study Ehud who demonstrated an attitude of complete confidence in God, and delivered the people from an eighteen-year servitude to Eglon king of Moab.

   The Moabites and Ammonites were the descendants of Lot’s incest (Genesis 19:37-38). Moab was directly east of the Dead Sea. Ammon occupied the territory north of Moab. The Hebrews seized the Plains of Moab during their invasion of Canaan. The Moabites had sought to reassert their claims there. With the help of the Ammonites and the Amalekites, they succeeded in reconquering the plains. Under the leadership of Eglon, king of Moab, Israel was oppressed and required to bring yearly tribute.

Point of Contact:

     The Moabite influence, which was a relatively small part of the entire land, reached into the Saddle of Benjamin, an area of gentile rolling hills and rich grazing lands. The “city of palm trees,” Jericho, served as Eglon’s capital for his oppression of southern Palestine and as far north as Ephraim (Judges 3:27). Gilgal is mentioned as being in the hands of the Moabites (Judges 3:19), which would have given them control of the fords of the Jordan River.

Memory verse:  Romans 8:37 - “Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.”
Definitions and Terms:

· Hero – A person who has distinguished themselves by great valor or performance.

· City of palm trees – Ancient Jericho which was surrounded by palm trees. It was located 8 miles from the Dead Sea and 6 miles from the Jordan River.

· Amalekites – A nomadic (moving about from place to place according to the state of the pasturage or food supply) people that occupied different territory at different times in the Old Testament.

· Quarries – Literally means “idols”.

· Present – Tribute, a stated sum or allocation of money paid as the price of peace and security. Usually it was paid on an annual basis.

· Ford – A place where a river may be crossed by wading.

Lesson:             Ehud – Applying an Attitude of Complete Confidence in God

(Judges 3:12-30)

· Ehud was chosen to bear the “present” or tribute to Eglon, king of Moab, who resided in Jericho.

· Ehud was a left-handed man who was from the tribe of Benjamin.

· Many of the Benjamites were characterized as being left handed and skilled at using it. (Judges 20:15-16, I Chronicles 12:1-2)

· Ehud made a two-edged sword eighteen inches (a cubit) long.

· Ehud hid the sword on his right thigh, under his robe so it would not be detected by the royal guards and where his left hand could reach it.

· After leading the delegation to bring the tribute, Ehud sent the others away at the quarries located in Gilgal.

· Returning to Jericho, about three miles away, Ehud told Eglon that he had a secret message from God for him.

· Eglon’s servants were sent away and he received Ehud alone in a summer parlour (an upper room of coolness, an upstairs room on the flat roof of the house that was open to the summer breezes and thus more pleasant than other rooms of the house).

· As Ehud approached Eglon, he drew his small sword and stabbed him in the stomach.

· Because Eglon was a very fat man, the fat of his belly enclosed the handle so that Ehud could not withdraw the sword.

· Eglon’s servants hesitated to intrude upon their master, thinking that he “covereth his feet.”

· After a while, the servants entered the room and found Eglon dead.

· Meanwhile Ehud had escaped out of their reach.

· Passing the idols at Gilgal, Ehud continued to Seirath located in the mountain of Ephraim.

· Ehud sounded the trumpet, probably made of a ram’s horn, which was a call for the men of Israel to assemble for battle.

· Ehud rallied the men of Israel for an attack on the leaderless foe.

· Ehud led them to capture the fords of the Jordan River north of the Dead Sea.

· As the terrified Moabites fled across the humid plain and came to the fords of the Jordan River, they found their escape route in Hebrew hands.

· This allowed them to cut off the fleeing Moabites, so that not one Moabite escaped.

· The Hebrews slaughtered 10,000 valiant men of Moab. That is equivalent to the population of White Oak and Gladewater together.

· Ehud became the second civil judge in Israel after God used him to defeat Eglon. This defeat put an end to the Moabite hold on the Jericho area and brought eighty years of peace. 

Ehud’s confidence:

1. Confidence must be properly placed - Ehud’s whole attitude in this deliverance is one of complete (nothing lacking, no deficiencies) confidence (fully trusting, certain, secure) in God.

2. Confidence is willing to act at the expense of personal cost - Ehud accepted great personal risk in going alone into the enemy’s headquarters to assassinate Eglon.

3. Confidence is contagious and motivates others - After escaping, Ehud challenged the men of Israel with the statement, “Follow after me: for the Lord hath delivered your enemies the Moabites into your hand.” (Judges 3:28)

4. Confidence is not deterred by unfavorable circumstances - Ehud made that statement even though there was 10,000 Moabites, all men of valour, who still controlled the southern part of Palestine.

5. Confidence has the ability to visualize the outcome - Ehud displayed such confidence that he spoke of their defeat as an already accomplished fact. 

Observations:

· You can have misplaced confidence. (Jeremiah 48:13, Isaiah 30:3)

a. We also, as present-day children of God may have this same confidence as we face our enemies of life. (Romans 8:31-39)

b. In order for confidence to grow it must be challenged and tested.

