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THE FACE OF JESUS

A Dazzling Face 

Lesson Aims:

· That your students should know that Jesus Christ still impacts and influences people’s lives today. 
· That your students should show a testimony that genuinely demonstrates a victorious attitude in the face of difficulty and despair. 

· That your students should grow into a more meaningful relationship with the Lord that will largely be achieved by consistent communion with Him.
Introduction:

     The history of mankind is a story of fading faces. A small percentage of the human populace attains the level of fame. Their faces are well known by multitudes for a while, but time takes its inevitable toll, and even the famous faces fade away. We live out our short time on earth, leave a little mark that lasts for a while after we die, then with the passing of time even the most prominent faces ultimately fade. The world has been a revolving door of fading faces for millions of people.

Point of Contact: Think, for instance, about some of the past sports heroes. Could you point out a photograph of Jim Thorpe, Lou Gehrig, Wilt Chamberlin, Eric Liddell, Yogi Berra, Rocky Marciano or Jesse Owens? These men were heroes of their day and could not step out into public without their faces being instantly recognized.

     How about statesman and political leaders? Let’s consider just the United States presidents. Out of all the presidents this country has had (43 in all), the average American citizen could not identify more than a handful - Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln, Franklin Roosevelt, Truman, Eisenhower, Kennedy, Nixon, Ford, Carter, Reagan, Bush, Clinton and Bush.

     We handle our United States currency and coins everyday, but do you remember the faces on the bills and coins? Let’s take a little test. Whose faces are on the following bills and coins?

· $100,00 bill
Woodrow Wilson, 28th U.S. President  (never appeared in general circulation)

· $10,000 bill
S.P. Chase, Secretary of the Treasury during the Civil War

· $5,000 bill
James Madison, 4th U.S. President

· $1,000 bill 
Grover Cleveland, 22nd U.S. President

· $500 bill
William McKinley, 25th U.S. President

· $100 bill
Benjamin Franklin, Statesman, Signer of the Declaration of Independence

· $50 bill
Ulysses Grant, 18th U.S. President

· $20 bill
Andrew Jackson, 7th U.S. President

· $10 bill
Alexander Hamilton, 1st Secretary of the Treasury

· $5 bill

Abraham Lincoln, 16th U.S. President

· $2 bill

Thomas Jefferson, 3rd U.S. President

· $1 bill

George Washington, 1st U.S. President 

· A penny
Abraham Lincoln, 16th U.S. President


· A nickel
Thomas Jefferson, 3rd U.S. President

· A dime
Franklin Roosevelt, 32nd U.S. President

· A quarter
George Washington, 1st U.S. President

· A half-dollar
John Kennedy, 35th U.S. President

Note: The 100 dollar bill has been the largest denomination of currency in circulation since 1969

Note: A special committee determined that the portraits of U.S. Presidents have a more permanent familiarity in the minds of the public than others.

Memory verses:  

· Luke 9:29 – “And as he (Jesus) prayed, the fashion of his (Jesus) countenance was altered…”        
· Matthew 17:2 –  “And was transfigured before them: and his (Jesus) face did shine as the sun…”
Lesson:                                           The Dazzling Face of Jesus

(Matthew 17:1-8 and Luke 9:28-36)

     There is an astonishing exception concerning fading faces. The one face that has never faded like all the others is the face of Jesus Christ. He was only in public life for three and a half years. He lived in an obscure part of the world and never left a one hundred mile radius. He walked the earth nearly two thousand years ago, but His influence along with His soul-saving and life-changing power has not faded one bit.

     There is no authentic reproduction of His physicals features. He never posed for an artist to paint His portrait. No historian has recorded the description of His features and yet the face of Jesus Christ has left an impact on humanity that is felt as strongly today as it was two thousand years ago. Remember our previous lesson. When the Bible speaks of the face of Jesus Christ, it is speaking of a blending of His physical and spiritual factors.

      What an experience it must have been for Peter, James and John to physically be able to view all the inner glory of the pure soul of Jesus Christ in His dazzling face on the mount. 

1. It’s Setting

A. The setting of peril

· Just six days later Jesus knew He would be betrayed into the hands of sinners; Jesus knew He would suffer and bleed and die; Jesus knew He would bear mankind’s sins until He literally became sin (II Cor. 5:21); Jesus knew He would suffer the fiery wrath of God; Jesus knew He would be forsaken by the Father; Jesus knew He would take the sting of death, Jesus knew that His holy soul would pay the wages of sin.

· In this dark-shadowed framework of coming gloom, there was the shining of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. Hebrews 12:2 “…Jesus…who for the joy that set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.” Jesus could let His face shine in dazzling glory in this framework of despair because of the joy that lay beyond the cross. He knew He was on the victory side.

· In the darkness of peril remember there is joy set for all of His children beyond this wicked old sin-filled world; so Christian fight on! 

B. The setting of prayer

· Jesus, who was God in human flesh, prayed to make it through the obstacles that lay ahead in His path.

· Following the example of Jesus, when we pray, I mean really come in contact with Heaven; we get to come under the shining beams of His luminous face. No one can put on a shining face. It is not a cosmetic; it comes from within. It comes from communion with the One whose face did shine as the sun!

2. It’s Splendor

A. I see response

· Peter saw the dazzling face of Jesus and got so excited he shouted, “Lord it is good for us to be here!” Peter responded by desiring to build three tabernacles and not wanting to go back down to normal life. Peter was so overwhelmed by what he saw that he later wrote about. (II Peter 1:6-18)

· Paul saw the dazzling face of Jesus on the Damascus road and it blinded him. (Acts 9:1-9)

· John saw the dazzling face of Jesus on the isle of Patmos, and it so overwhelmed him that he fell down as a dead man. (Revelation 1:16-17)

B. I see rebuke

· Peter, James and John were sluggish and sleepy. They almost missed it all. 

Romans 13:11 – “…that now it is high time to awake out of sleep…”

· There are a lot of Christians who miss out on a whole lot of the glory of the Lord because they are sluggish and sleepy in things such as their church attendance and when it comes to their prayer life.

