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THE FACE OF JESUS
A Determined Face 

Lesson Aims:

· That your students should know it was Jesus’ unconditional love for sinners that kindled unparalleled courage to hold firm from the manger to the cross.

· That your students should show a calm composure in life’s struggles which is developed by the realization that I am walking in the light of God’s wills for my life.
· That your students should grow by purposing to have a higher level of commitment to the things of God, no matter what the cost.
Introduction: Determination implies giving whatever energy is necessary to fulfill assigned tasks and God given responsibilities, no matter how I feel. It also implies rejecting any distraction which will hinder me from finishing my course in life. With that in mind, I need to realize that my present struggles are essential for my future achievement.

Point of Contact: Let us consider a few people, who have set before them a particular goal, and chose to accomplish the task in spite of having to look into the face of untold extremities.

Examples:

· Think of the explorer Christopher Columbus, with his rigid face set to cross an uncharted, unknown, wild and gigantic dangerous ocean.

· Think of the inflexible faces of the signers of the Declaration of Independence who were willing to risk their entire fortunes and futures for the possibility of gaining liberty.

· Think of the pioneers in our great country, who in the nineteenth century left the comforts of the eastern states, and set their faces toward the difficulties of the western wilderness.

· Think of the missionary Adoniram Judson, with his determined face set toward the heathen land of Burma. He willingly suffered manifold discouragement and spent 37 years of sacrificial service sharing the Gospel there.

· Think of the missionary David Livingston, with his unflinching face set toward the steamy jungles of Africa, where people were lost in the darkness of Satanic oppression. For 32 years he walked, crawled, climbed, waded, canoed, boated, and had been carried for over 40,000 miles so he could get the gospel to the heart of Africa.

· Think of the missionary John Paton who blazed a gospel trail with many daring exploits in the South Pacific New Hebrides Islands. For nearly 40 years he labored fearlessly in the face of perils and danger among these uncivilized cannibalistic people. 

· Think of Amy Carmichael who for 56 years embraced an unusual mission by providing a sanctuary for hundreds of unwanted children in the country of India who were regarded as less than lovely.

· Think of William and Catherine Booth, who would not be swayed by the opposition of political and religious leaders as they worked with the poor, the destitute and the addicted. This innovative couple began the Salvation Army.

Memory verses:  

· Luke 9:51 – “And it came to pass, when the time was come that he should be received up,   

                          he steadfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem.”

· Isaiah 50:7 – “…therefore have I set my face like a flint…”

Lesson:                                          


 The Determined Face of Jesus

(Luke 9:51-53)

     Let’s take a look at the determined face of Jesus when it was time to go to the cross. None could match His unswerving face set toward Calvary, where He would give His body to the nails and make His soul and offering for sin. Let us consider three things.

1. Courage: (Mark 10:32-34)

      What a picture! With Jesus face set towards the cross, He led the twelve disciples towards Jerusalem walking fearlessly ahead, unflinching, undistracted, and undismayed. Of the disciples we read that they were afraid, most likely hesitant and disturbed. 

Jesus had that firmness of purpose that caused Him:

· Before the cross to lay aside His royal robe in Glory.

· Before the cross to lay down the crown from of His head.

· Before the cross to leave the comfort of the Father’s presence.

· Before the cross to turn His back on the adoring angels.

· Going to the cross to walk the last foot of that Calvary road.

· On the cross to bleed the last drop of Calvary blood.

· On the cross to suffer the last minute of Calvary pain.

· On the cross to drink the last bitter residue of Calvary’s cup.

     What makes this so precious is that the basis of our Lord’s determination to get to the cross was His magnificent, unspeakable love for sinners like you and me. It was His love for me that kindled the flame of courage in His heart. John 15:13 “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.”

     But Jesus went a step further. He laid down His life for His enemies. When He set His face like a flint to go to Jerusalem, it was to die for rebellious, God hating, disobedient Hell deserving sinners. (Romans 5:6-8, 9)

     God has found a wonderful way in which to manifest His love. When He would manifest His power, He builds a boundless universe. When He would display His wisdom, He authors a Book that is infinite in its content and infallible to the last jot and tittle. When He would show the grandeur and glory of His name, He creates a Heaven that is staggering to the imagination, and fills it with angels. But when He would manifest His love, He could only do it in the Person of His only begotten Son, because that’s where the love of God is. Romans 8:39 “…the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

2. Calmness: (John 11:7-10)
     While heading for the cross, Jesus had an unworried, unhurried composure. Notice how calm Jesus is about going back to Judea and facing the bloodthirsty mob again (John 11:7). The disciples are shocked. Their hearts pounded within them at the thought of what would happen if they returned to Judea (John 11:8).

     Jesus answers them (John 11:9-10).  These verses mean that as long as I am walking in the light of my Father’s will, everything will be all right.

3. Commitment: (Matthew 16:21, 17:22-23)

     When a man is committed to something it means the matter should be settled and no longer open for question or debate. As we read the biography of Jesus Christ in the Gospels, His determined face is set before us. 

· It is the face of a Saviour who can be fully trusted and does not fail.

· It is the face of a Saviour who set out to purchase our redemption on Golgotha’s altar of sacrifice.

· It is the face of a Saviour who would not be deterred by man, beast, devil or demon.

· It is the face of a Saviour who committed Himself to the task knowing He would face the wrath of God as He bore the sins of the world.

· It is the face of a Saviour who committed Himself to the task with dauntless courage and perfect calm.

Questions to consider:

A. Do you faithfully serve the Lord in spite of the obstacles that come your way or do you allow distractions to hinder you?

B. Are you committed to the point that you say to carnal Christians and to the world, “Wist ye that I must be about my Father’s business?”

C. Are you willing to pay the price to make your life count in an eternal way for Christ?

D. Are you willing to sacrifice for Jesus in order to keep sinners out of hell?

