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HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE

Securing Bible Information

Revelation 1:3, II Peter 2:2-3, Matthew 4:4, II Timothy 2:15, Colossians 3:16

Lesson Aims:

· That your students should know the various ways to secure Bible information. 
· That your students should show consistency in reading the Bible.

· That your students should grow to the point that they study the Bible because of desire.
Memory verses:  II Timothy 2:15  – “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”

Lesson:                                                How to Secure Bible Information

A. There are three ways we can secure Bible information.

1. The first way is to read and study about the Bible.

· It is possible by reading and hearing sermons and studying commentaries to learn a great deal about the Bible without ever seeing the text itself.

· This is second hand information and its trustworthiness will depend largely on the character of those who furnish it.

· One of the great weaknesses found in Christianity today is so many of our people have leaned on the crutches of commentaries, quarterlies, guides and books, and in doing so, have neglected the Word of God.

· Study about the Bible gives rise to a great variety of opinions, but seldom any settled convictions.

· One hundred years ago the saints depended upon the Word of God; today we depend upon the mastery of the helps. Reading about the Bible is not a substitute for reading the Bible.

· There are over 250 denominations in the United States. This fact is evidence that the Bible has not been their main source of information.

· It is the study of other men’s interpretations and opinions about the Bible that has largely occasioned denominational thinking as we know it today.

2. The second way to gain knowledge of God’s Word is to read the Bible.

· One of the great fundamentals of Baptist people is that every individual may have the opportunity to read and interpret Scripture for himself.
· Sometimes you may read the Bible out of duty and other times out of desire.
· It is possible to read the Bible without getting any satisfactory and complete conception of what is being said; however, you should keep reading the Bible. Duty is a vehicle that can carry you to desire.
· Make reading God’s Word a part of your daily schedule. (Psalms 119:97)
· Pray before you read the Bible, asking the Holy Spirit to teach you lessons and truths from His Word. The Spirit wrote a Book. (John 16:13)

· In the beginning, learning how to get something out of the Bible (quality) is more needful than the amount you read (quantity). Work up to quantity.

· Have a notebook to write things down in as you read – questions, thoughts, applications, observations and impressions. 

· As you continue to read, certain passages will stand out with personal significance. They will have special application to your life at the time because of a decision you must make, character goals you are working on, questions you have or pressures you are facing. (Psalms 119:130)

3. The third and best way to know the Word of God is to study the Bible.
· The principle characteristic of a Bible student is that they are a personal investigator of the truth of God’s Word. It is only the Bible student who may hope to master the Word of God. (Acts 17:11)
· The Bible is the only commentary that is absolutely dependable. (Mat. 5:18)
· Our authority in all matters pertaining to faith and practice is not the teaching of isolated verses, but the illumination of the united testimony of all the Scriptures.

B. There are three ways we can receive truth from the Word of God.

2. First we can scrutinize.

· Read from Genesis to Revelation systematically in the order in which the books appear in the Bible.

· A few chapters a day is sufficient, and then when you are through, read it again, from beginning to end.

3. Secondly we can organize.

· Learn to distinguish the various books of the Bible and their teaching.

4. Thirdly we can summarize.

· Gather together the various Scriptures bearing on any one topic or doctrine by tracing them throughout the Bible.

· Run your references and compare one Scripture with another.

C. There are three things we must avoid in the handling of the Word of God.

1. The misinterpretation of Scripture.

· No man will properly understand the Scriptures message by trying to add to or take away from its words. (Revelation 22:19) In spite of this awful warning men have gone about adding to and taking away from the Bible.

· All the turmoil and confusion in the world today has resulted from Satan’s attack upon the Word of God. In Genesis chapter 3, we have the account of how he added to and took away from God’s Word

· One problem is that we approach the Bible in the wrong way. It is not the interpretation of Scripture that brings its message but the association of Scripture.

· Give the Bible opportune time to speak its message. One Scripture answers another. Only as we associate the Word of God, one Scripture with another, can we find the true message of God.

· For every New Testament doctrine there is an Old Testament illustration.

· For every Old Testament story there is a New Testament doctrine.

· You cannot grasp Leviticus without Hebrews, or Revelation without Daniel or Isaiah fifty-three without the Gospels.

2. The misapplication of Scripture.

· We try to make the Bible fit our beliefs and preconceived ideas, and if the Bible’s message contradicts our thought, we change the Bible to our way of thinking.

· Merely quoting one verse to prove a doctrine is a deceptive practice.

· You can prove almost anything from the Bible if you use only one isolated passage. Before jumping to conclusions, you must investigate what the rest of the Bible teaches.

3. The misplacing of Scripture.

· That is to take a Scripture out of its setting and attempt to make it fit somewhere else.

· Be sure you understand the setting and the context of a passage before you interpret it.

D. The Bible was written in three different languages.

1. Figurative – their meaning is made clear by the context. Example – “Harden not your heart”, or “Let the dead bury their dead”.

2. Symbolic – these are explained either in the same chapter, or else where in the Bible. Example – Christ in the midst of the seven candlesticks, or Daniel’s four wild beasts, or the seven candlesticks as a church.

3. Literal – this is to be interpreted according to the customary rules of grammar and rhetoric. Read your Bible literally, as you would any other book, believing God means exactly what He says and says exactly what He means.

