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HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE

Scripture Numerics

Isaiah 40:25-26, Psalm 147:4-5, Matthew 10:30

Lesson Aims:

· That your students should know numbers are important to having a working knowledge of the Bible.
· That your students should show a deeper interest to search and study the Word of God.
· That your students should grow as they learn to connect the study of numbers with the doctrines of God.

Introduction:

     The King James Bible is an inspired Book and that means its numbers as well as its words are inspired. I believe when you read the King James Bible that you are reading the very words of the Holy Spirit of God. The Holy Spirit was the One sole Writer of the Word of God from beginning to end. It would have been a matter of absolute impossibility for men of different minds, surroundings and circumstances, and so widely separated by many hundreds of years in point of time, to have written unaided, books which one and all exhibit the same wonderful use of numbers as a means of portraying deep spiritual truths. The precision with which the Bible numbers all fall into their places cannot be accounted for except that one Supreme Mind must have been the author of all the books of which the King James Bible is composed.

     Since God is the Author of the Scriptures and the Creator of the universe, then the Word of God and the Works of God will harmonize. Design and order throughout the universe prove that creation is built upon mathematical principles. As no man can claim to be the creator of the mathematical wonders of the Heavens, so God has written His signature in His Word through numbers, so that no man can claim it as a human production. 

Point of contact:

     Our lives revolve around numbers. We have a social security number. Every life insurance, accident and hospitalization policy has a number. Cars and trucks are identified and traced by numbers. Sports players wear numbers and the scores of sporting events are measured by numbers. Our mail system operates around zip code numbers. We make phone calls every day by using numbers. Your checking and savings accounts are identified by numbers. Your drivers license has a number. Purchasing goods for your daily life with a credit card involves numbers. We live in a home marked with a number. You have an employee identification number. Our time is measured by numbers. Our weights and measurements system revolves around numbers. Invoices, transactions and receipts all have numbers. Your blood pressure and pulse are measured by numbers. Practically our whole life is regulated by numbers.

Memory verses:  

Matthew 10:30 – “But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.”
Lesson:                                                    Numbers in the Bible

· One out of every five scriptures in the Bible contains a number.

· The first use of a number in Scripture almost invariably gives the clue to its spiritual meaning.

· A spiritual truth does not appear to be evidenced in respect of every place where a number appears.

1. One is the number in the Bible that stands for unity and symbolizes the unity of God.

· The number one is used 1, 898 times throughout the Word of God.

· There is one Bible, one plan of salvation, one faith, one light, one hope, one Lord, and one Gospel.

· In Ephesians 4:1-6 the word unity is connected with the number one seven times.

· We see the unity that is found in the Godhead. (John 10:30, I John 5:7)

· Jesus prayed for the unity of His people, “they all may be one”. (John 17:21-22)

2. Two is the number of union. Two becoming one.

· The number two is used 808 times in the Bible.

· There were two tables of stone for the Ten Commandments which made one law. (Deuteronomy 5:22)

· The union of marriage, “they shall be one flesh”. (Genesis 2:23-24)

· The disciples were sent out in pairs as one team. (Matthew 10:2-4, Mark 6:7)

3. Three stands for the resurrection. It is called the Divine number because it is mentioned so often in connection with Holy things..

· This number is mentioned 467 times in the Word of God.

· There are only three cases in the Old Testament of people being raised from the dead – 1st. the son of the widow of Zarapath (I Kings 17:9-24), notice Elijah stretched himself upon the child three times, 2nd. The son of the Shumanite woman (II Kings 4:18-35), 3rd. the dead body that revived when it was cast into the sepulcher of Elisha (II Kings 13:21).

· Jesus raised only three people from the dead during His earthly ministry – 1st. the widow’s son, 2nd. Jairus’s daughter and 3rd. Lazarus (notice Jesus said only three words to Lazarus – “Lazarus, come forth”. (John 11:43)

· The Gospel of Christ is three-fold: the death, the burial and the resurrection. Jesus arose the third day. (I Corinthians 15:3-4)

· Three times the Lord said about those who believe on Him, “I will raise him up at the last day.” (John 6:40, 44, 54)

4. Four stands for the number of the earth. The world and its people.

· The number four is found 305 times in the Scriptures.

· The earth has:

· Four regions – North, South, East and West.

· Four elements – Earth, air, fire and water.

· Four seasons – Spring, Summer, Fall and Winter.

· Four kingdoms – Mineral, vegetable, animal and spiritual.

· Four divisions of our day – Morning, noon, evening and night.

· Four phases of the moon – 1st quarter, New Moon, Last quarter, Full Moon.

· The fourth day the material creation was finished. (Genesis 1:14-19)

· The great “World Powers” as revealed to the Prophet Daniel were four in number – Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece and Rome.

· In the parable of the sower, which represents the Gospel being preached to mankind (the world); Jesus mentioned four places – The wayside, the stony places, the thorns and the good ground. (Matthew 13:3-8, Mark 4:3-8, Luke 8:4-8)

5. Five stands for grace or God’s goodness.

· The number five is mentioned 318 times in the Bible and always reveals the goodness and grace of our Lord toward man.

· Noah’s name is found the fifth time in Genesis 6:8 where it said, “Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.”

· God promised Jacob five things (Genesis 28:13-15):

· To give him the land on which he was sleeping – Grace that gives.

· To be with him – Grace that accompanies.

· To keep him in all places he would go – Grace that keeps.

· To bring him back again – Grace that brings home.

· Not to leave him – Grace that never forsakes.

· Ruth’s name is found the fifth time in Ruth 2:2, “And Ruth the Moabitess said unto Naomi, Let me go to the field, and glean ears of corn after him in whose sight I shall find grace.”

· The fifth time David’s name is found is where Saul went to Jesse, saying, “Let David, I pray thee. Stand before me; for he hath found favour in my sight.”             (I Samuel 16:22) Favour means grace.

· David chose five smooth stones when he went against the giant Goliath. He trusted in God’s grace.

