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HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE

II Timothy 3:16, II Peter 1:19-21, I Corinthians 2:13

Lesson Aims:

· That your students should know the great theme of the Bible is Calvary. 
· That your students should show trust in the Bible through personal obedience.
· That your students should grow as the Holy Spirit guides their Bible study.
Introduction:    As a nation, the trend has been to turn away from the Word of God. Rituals, formal worship services and ceremonies have taken the place of personally reading, studying and memorizing the Word of God. We talk much about the Bible but know little of the Bible.

· Over 50% of the American people cannot name 1 of the 4 Gospels in the New Testament.

· Only 1 out of 8 Americans can name 3 of the Ten Commandments.

· Yet the average American household has 3 Bibles in it.

Point of Contact:

The Bible forms a complete circle. Genesis is the book of the beginning of all things and Revelation is the book of the consummation of all things. 

· In Genesis we find God creating Heaven and Earth; In Revelation we have the new Heavens and new Earth.

· In Genesis we have the account of a beautiful, sinless Paradise for man; In Revelation we find a more beautiful, wonderful and glorious Paradise for man.

· In Genesis there is darkness; In Revelation there will be no darkness for Jesus will be the light thereof.

· In Genesis the devil appears on the scene to lead man astray; In Revelation we read of his doom to the Lake of Fire for eternity.

· In Genesis we see the beginning of sin, sorrow and suffering; In Revelation there will be no more sorrow, crying or pain.

Opening Statements:

1. We do not believe there is any so called problem in Scripture that cannot be satisfactorily answered.

2. We believe the King James Bible is in deed and in truth the Word of God and is therefore absolutely trustworthy.

3. We believe the King James Bible answers all of life’s questions and meets all of life’s needs.

4. We believe the King James Bible claims for itself divine, infallible authority. This holds true from Genesis one to Revelation twenty-two.

Memory verses:  II Timothy 3:16 – “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness;”

Lesson:                                                  Studying the Bible

A. The very first prerequisite to successful Bible study is a personal relationship with the Author of the Book – God.

· Only as we come to know God through the person of Jesus Christ can we ever comprehend His teachings.

· You cannot read even a portion of the Bible without finding the author’s presence. His presence is real, personal and alive and unless He lives in us, we shall never know the message of His Book.

· The Bible is a spiritual Book for spiritual people.

· The problem today is that the natural man is spiritually dead in trespasses and sins (Ephesians 2:1). 

· An unregenerate man cannot receive anything spiritual from the Word of God and does not understand what others enjoy about the Bible (I Corinthians 2:14).

· The unsaved man may admire the Bible for its literary beauty and value, its historical accuracy, its speeches, its prophecies, its letters, its prayers, its poetry, its philosophy, its drama or its scientific insights, but the spiritual truth remains hid until he has been quickened by the Holy Spirit (I Corinthians 1:18)

· To the saved man the Word of God is alive and its’ message seems to be just what is needed.

· Faith is reliance upon what Christ did for us on the cross when He offered Himself as a sacrifice for our sins and reliance upon what He has promised to do in this world and in the world to come.

B. Secondly you must know how the Bible came to be.

· The way in which the Bible came into existence is nothing short of a miracle.

· From the human side, the Bible was written over a 1,600-year period by 40 men from various walks of life as they were moved by the Holy Spirit (II Peter 1:19-21).

· All the human authors claim to be writing not their own words but the Words of God (Exodus 34:27). It is God speaking through His servant His message for His people.

· The authors wrote the Bible in 3 continents, in 3 languages, under all sorts of conditions and in many cases knew nothing of what others had written. Yet the products of their pens is not many books but one book.

· The Bible, a divine library, consists of 66 separate books – 39 in the Old Testament and 27 in the New Testament.

· The cross occupies the central place in the Bible; it is the great theme of the Old Testament and the New Testament. The scarlet thread of redemption by the blood of Christ is interwoven into the whole fabric of the Scriptures.

· The Bible is a living Book, for He lives in every book, chapter, verse and word. Every jot and tittle carries His approval, and the Divine Hand of Him who sits at the right hand of God forever stamps authority upon it.

· The Bible is a History Book, for it is His Story of God’s love for humanity. No love has ever been manifested in recorded history that equals the love of God for sinners. (John 3:16, I John 3:1, 4:10)

· The Bible is a Prophetic Book, for it reveals the future blessings for the redeemed children of God. There is not a book on the face of the earth that can foresee the future outside of the Word of God.

· The Bible is a Book of Progression. The Judges knew more than the Patriarchs, the Prophets more than the Judges, the Apostles more than the Prophets. The Old Testament is the New Testament contained, but the New Testament is the Old Testament explained.

· The Bible has but one teacher who has been commissioned to make its contents clear. This teacher is the Holy Spirit of God. (John 16:13, I Corinthians 2:13, I John 2:20, 27)

· The Holy Spirit’s knowledge is unlimited; His wisdom irresistible; His ability unfathomable. He fully knows the end from the beginning and sees everything in its proper perspective.

C. Thirdly you must know how to secure Bible information. There are three Ways. (This point will be developed more thoroughly in the next lesson)
1. The first way is to read and study about the Bible.

· Study about the Bible gives rise to a great variety of opinions, but seldom any settled convictions.

2. The second way is to read the Bible.

· One of the great fundamentals of Baptist people is that every individual may have the opportunity to read and interpret Scripture for himself.
3. The third and best way is to study the Bible.
· The principle characteristic of a Bible student is that they are a personal investigator of the truth of God’s Word.
